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NEWS AND VIEWS
FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PEN

The society will soon be holding its fall meeting in our historical
capital city, Frankfort. Here, wooded bluffs surround the city and
border the Kentucky River, and -many scenic spots are to be found.
In early October, the hillsides should be beautifully dressed in shades
of red and gold; and the field trip, through rolling country to the
state-owned Kleber Song Bird Sanctuary, should be a pleasant experi
ence. Interesting programs'are being planned, and may I urge each

of you K. O. S. members to attend. The meeting affords an opportimity for the promotion of ornithology in the state, for the exchang
ing of ideas, and for renewing old friendships and fostering new ones.

K. O. S. has been growing, and we want to keep it that way, for
an increasing membership is essential to our program. Each one of
you may have a part in this growth by interesting your bird-minded
friends in becoming members of our society. Or, if you wish to have

tlie Membership Committee contact your friends, just notify any of
the following: Helen Browning, chairman, Louisville; John Cheek,
Buckhom; J. W. Clotfelter, Paris; or Virginia Smith, Henderson.
Other active committees and their personnel are: Conservation
and Legislation: Rodney Hays, chairman, Lexington; Harvey B.
Lovell, Louisville; and R. C. Soaper, Henderson. Leonard C. Brecher,
Louisville, is in charge of the Endowment Committee.

Your officers, councillors, editor, and committee personnel will
be glad to assist you in any way to further the. advancement of our
society. We are looking forward to seeing you on October 7, 8, and 9
at Frankfort.—ANNE L, STAMM, President, K. 0. S.

A SALUTE TO HURT L. MONROE, JR.

Burt L, Monroe, Jr., who has been in the navy for the past two
years, has been promoted to Lieutenant, JG. During this period he
has been stationed on the coast of California. When navy duties are
not pressing, he spends his leisure time in studying Western birds
and is active in the SanDiego Audubon Society. His recent find, whichcertainly was a red letter day for him, was the collecting of a

Japanese Gull, Larus crassirostrls. According to the April. 195fi, issue
of the AUK, Mr. Monroe states that "it marks the first occurrence of
the Japanese Gull on the North Amencaii Continent," Hats off to

"Little Burt," who was literally bom into the K. O. S.!
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IMPRESSIONS ON CHANGES IN TJRBAN BIRD POPULATIONS

(A Forty-Year Study of the Ornithology of the Louisville Region)
By Burt L. Monroe^ Sr.

Forty years have passed since the author began a systematic
study of the bird life in Jefferson County, Kentucky, particularly
within the boimdaries of and adjacent to the city of L»ouisville. During
that period, there have been some noticeable changes in the bird
populations. Some species have decreased in nxunbers, to be sure, but
none has disappeared entirely. Some species have increased in num
bers, and a few new species for the region have appeared during
the period.

It is, of course, rather difficult to evaluate changes unless these
changes are of such nature that they are obvious even to casual ob
servers or have come about for an equally obvious reason. When birds
are forced out of a city beyond its environs, the reason is elementary,
generally. Birds just do not exist amid concrete and steel and heavy
automobile traffic, especially when these same birds are accustomed
to wide-open spaces, plenty of vegetation, and certain specialized
habitats.

To attempt to define all changes within the city of Louisville
during any given period, one would have to state exactly what the
actual boimdaries of the city were at that particular time. A city
could have been confined to a relatively small area forty years ago;

yet now it could be sprawling over many square miles, annexing more
and more acres as each year rolls by. And in so doing, it could retain
many types of habitat.

For example, when fields and woodlands which are confined with
in a city's limits are destroyed either through the clearing of the
land or through the erection of subdivisions, then that particular
type of habitat is gone. But the birds often move to the outskirts to
renew their populations in the same type of habitat, which is in turn

eventually en^ilfed within the city's limits. It becomes a sort of

creeping movement, creating no real or decisive changes in either
species or numbers.

As a result of all of this, changes in populations of birds become
somewhat nebulous, presenting no actual information of scientific
value insofar as "cities" are concerned. What is of more importance

are changes which occur in extensive areas. These areas should be
measured in units no smaller than counties and, perhaps, they should
be as large as several coimties, especially if the topography of each
of these counties is similar to that of the other counties.

There is a wealth of evidence by which to prove that many birds
abandon large regions because of man's activities. The building of
houses, highways, factories, and business districts cause birds to
move. And agricultural practices have not always been beneficial
to all species of birds. Studies of these factors are indispensable if
useful conceptions of the avian populations of the past as compared
with those of the present are to be gained.

Likewise, some activities within an area, such as the establish
ment of parks, with the planting of hedges, shrubs, evergreens, and
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flowers of many types, are certain to attract more species of birds to
establish themselves. Areas retired to woodlands and for permanent

wildlife cover rapidly become havens for many species. Other con
servation practices affecting bird populations may be any type of
field, meadow, or shrub buffer strips, woodland borders, windbreak

plantings, and live shrub dams for sm^ brooks.

All of these things are very important in any study of the birds
within a circumscribed region. Thus, all of these factors must be

weighed and measured in any attempt to provide data on those
changes in bird populations wrought in the Louisville area in the last

four decades. And since there is no logical exact measurement of the
area under discussion nor a "yard-stick" for use in presenting the

positive reasons for any changes, the discussion may be set forth
merely as a series of "Impressions."

Louisville itself is located at 38 degrees 15 minutes North Latitude
and 85 degrees 46 minutes West Longitude. In elevation, it ranges
from 420 feet above sea level at the bank of the Ohio Riv«r on the

Upper Pool to 560 feet at the Reservoir in Crescent Hill and to 760
feet on top of the
in Iroquois Park in the south end. It is bordered
on the north and west by the mighty Ohio River and is traversed by
Beargrass Creek, a sizeable stream which winds and meanders
through much of the suburbs and business district. Imuunerable
smaH branches and rivulets from the bordering land, which often is

hilly and occasionally rugged, enter the Ohio River and Beargrass
Creek.

There are some areas of cultivation within the city's limits, par

ticularly in the area along a portion of the Ohio River and in the out
skirts toward the east and south. The hills or "knobs" which consti

tute a good portion of the southend of the city, are a mixture of second
growth deciduous and evergreen woods. White, black, and chestnut
oaks predominate, with hickory, ash, gum, pitch, and some loblolly
pine liberally interspersed.

Along the streams and in other sections, sycamores, willow, birch,
poplar, wild cherry, beech, box elder, and cottonwood may be found.
Shrubs common to each location are found in profusion. And adjacent
to the rocky ravines, numerous tjrpes of mosses, lichens, and ferns
abound.

In all seasons of the year, this area is enhanced by a varied bird

population. One may find several types of habitat in each of the
city's sectors and range of elevation, each habitat attracting different
species. During migrations, the many city parks—Cherokee, Seneca,
Shawnee, Iroquois, and Carrie Gaulbert Cox—and the river valley are
virtually alive with many species, particularly the warblers and the
sparrows, since these areas are natural highways for the passage of
migrants. And the two big airports at Standiford and Bowman Fields
attract their own species of feathered visitants, such as the upland

plover (Bartramia longioauda) and the American pipit (i^thus
spinoletta rubescens).

Looking back in retrosx>ect to that beginning forty years ago,
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impressions regarding changes in urban bird populations might well
be catalogued into four major categories:
(1)
(2)
(8)
(4)

Species
Species
Species
Species

which have decreased in numbers of individuals.
which have increased in numbers of individuals.
which have appeared in the area for the first time.
which have adapted themselves to changes in their

environment.

Unquestionably, many reasons why the ^ecies may be cata
logued in these catagories may be advanced. However, many of
these reasons may be considered to be general ones.

The question has arisen as to whether or not our climate is get
ting warmer. For the past 50 years, the earth's climate has been be
lieved by many to be getting warmer, but the change hasn't been
very great, and some of the weather experts are still arguing whether
or not it really has taken place. On every continent, however, glaciers
are shrinlcing, and in the western world, ornithologists have pointed
out that a number of species of birds have been steadily pushing their
range northward.
Just how much this shifting of populations has affected the
Louisville area still isn't known. However, it is certain that it is play
ing some part in the nimierical status of some species and in the
introduction into the region .of other species.
In evaluating the four categories, certain examples may be pro
vide. First, the category of those species which have decreased in
numbers of individuals may be reviewed. In listing these species, the
A. O. U. order has not always been followed, because prominence has
been given at times to the more spectacular and obvious changes as
they affect the species involved. Wherever possible, the order has
been adhered to strictly.
From 1912 through 1918, the common wren which inhabited
Louisville was the Bewick's wren (Thryomanes bewicki bewicki). It
nested in the bird boxes erected for its use in most of the suburbs.

At that time, there were no other "house" wrens in the city, but in
the early 1920's, the Eastern house wren (Troglodytes aedon aedon)

invaded the region and became a fairly common nesting species in
the early 1930's.
With the advent of the house wren, the Bewick's wren moved out

and almost disappeared from the region, nesting sparingly only in a
few localities on the perimeters. It is still an uncommon species in
most of the area, but there is some evidence that it is increasing
slightly, moving back into some of the territory formerly taken over
and held by the house wren.

In 1916,1917, and 1918, one of the big impressions was the annual
summer flocking of purple (bronzed) grackles (Quiscalus quiscula
quiscula), Eastern robins (Turdus migratorius mlgratorius), and
puiple martins (Progne subis subis). Thousands upon thousands of
individuals of these three species descended each evening into the
trees lining the Frankfort Highway in the eastern end of the city in
a suburb known as Crescent Hill.

The birds appeared in such nimibers that the residents were
forced to shoot them out during the summer months. Hundreds were

killed each evening, there being no Migratory Bird Treaty Act to pro-
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tect them. By 1920, most of the flocks by-paased these particular
suburbs.

Flocks of grackles and robins still fly over the city in fair num
bers, and sometimes they descend into particular areas for roosting.
However, the purple martin has decreased considerably and no longer
is seen in the immense flocks which were apparent in the period
around the First World War. The decrease in this species, which is
considered drastic, may unquestionably be traced to a lack of proper

nesting sites in the Louisville area. Few nesting boxes are now erected
for their use as compared with the many set out in earlier years.
One of the most colorful and beloved species has all but disap

peared from most of its former haunts. The red-headed woodpecker
(Melanerpes erythrocephalus), once an inhabitant on every telephone
"pole along the highways and back-roads, has become an uncommon
resident of the beech woods of the parks and heavily wooded tracts
off the beaten path.

A series of reasons may be advanced accounting for the decrease
of this woodpecker. The creosoting and oil treatment of telephone
poles helped to deprive the red-headed woodpecker of one of its choice
nesting sites. Then came the pugnacious starling, which gave the
woodpecker tremendous competition for the few remaining nesting
sites, including those holes drilled by the woodpecker itself. And
finally, the modem automobile, with its terrifically high speed, con

tribute perhaps the most deadily weapon of all to help this bird

down the path to near oblivion. Tlie red-headed woodpecker's habit of
picking insects off the roadways has led to its decimation. It simply
cannot judge or cope with the speed of the traveling car, and, as a
resiilt, thousands are smashed on the major highways each year.
While still a noticeable part of the city's bird life, the English
sparrow (Passer domesticus domesticus) is no longer observed in the
business district in numbers comparable with those of twenty-five
years ago. The elimination of horse-drawn carriages and wagons
coincides with the moving of this species to the more rural regions,
where they are still recorded in considerable numbers in the small
towns and hamlets. It, too, like the red-headed woodpecker, falls an

easy prey to the speeding motor car, and that could have contributed
in part to the stabilizing of the population for the past decade.
There has been a definite decrease in the population of the Eastern
screech owl (Otus asio naevius) in the past forty years. Once its
tremulous voice could be heard almost any evening during the

spring, summer, and early fall in any part of the city where there
were trees. Now, its voice is as uncommon as is the sight of this
small bird of prey, and it has become a treat to ornithologists to ob
serve it from time to time.

The exact reason for the decline of this species of owl is not
known for certain; however, one of the contributing factors unques
tionably was the persecution which man gave to this tiny bird. It
fell raUier easy prey to those who wished to destroy it. It wasn't a
very wary bird and appeared often in well-populated areas, where it
became rather tame at times.

Another factor, one which shouldn't be taken too lightly, is the
big increase over the years in the barred owl (Strix varia varia),
which preys on the screech owl. The author has examined many dis-
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gorged pellets of the barred owl and has found many which contained
the remains of screech owls.

There are, obviously, some other species of birds which have
decreased in numbers during the period of the study, but none are as
noticeable as those listed.

Falling into the second major category are those species which
have increased in numbers of individuals. Included among these are

some of those species which are suddenly attracted to the area by the
creation of a specialized habitat which did not exist previously. For
example, there are many species of water birds which were "stopped"
in their migrations by the building of the dam at the Falls of the
Ohio in its present form. While many of these species had been re
corded often in the area, the new habitat greatly increased their size
of flocks. And over the years, the annual increase in the niunbers of
individuals in this particular area is noticeable. A list of these species
would include the American egret (Casmerodlus albas egretta); little
blue heron (Florida caerulea caendea); black-crowned night heron
(Nycticorax nycticorax hoactU); semipalmated plover (Charadrins
semlpalmatus); spotted sandpiper (Actitis macularia); greater yellowlegs (Tetanus melanoleucus); lesser yellow-legs (Tetanus flavipes);
pectoral sandpiper (Fisobia melanotos); least sandpiper (Fisobla
minutilla); semipalmated sandpiper (Ereunetes pusillus); herring gull
(Larus argentatus smithsonianus); ring-billed gull (Lams delawarensis); Bonaparte's gull (Larus phUadelphia); Forster's tern
(Sterna forsteri); common tern (Sterna hirundo hirnndo); least tern
(Sterna antillarum antillarum); and black tern (Chlidonias nigra
surinamensis). An Interesting change in the population of the blackcrowned night heron is the ever-increasing niimber of individuals
which winter here.

Other than these water birds, there are several species which have
Increased In numbers. In the few remaining swamps, the wood duck

(Aix sponsa), once on the brink of extinction, has come back incredably
fast.

This beautiful bird has become an uncommon breeding bird

in the Louisville area. Caperton's Swamp alone, near the Ohio River,

produces perhaps a dozen or more broods annually. Many broods In
various stages of growth may be recorded here at one time during the
late spring and early summer months.
The hooded merganser (Lophodytes cucuUatus), like the wood
duck, has become another species of waterfowl which may be listed
as an uncommon breeding bird in the few remaining swamplands
around Louisville. Once only a migrant and occasional winter resi
dent, it became evident as a breeding bird In 1944. Caperton's Swamp
harbors at least a half dozen broods each spring and summer. As
many as four females, with broods ranging from eight to twelve
young, may be observed In sight at one time on these waters. There
is a very definite pronounced increase in the nimibers of this species
In the last decade.

One of the finest examples of species which have responded to
protection is that afforded by the Northern pileated woodpecker

(Ceophloeus pUeatus abietlcola), the gaudy, giant "woodhen." It
began on the uphill climb back to normalcy in the early 1920's, but for
years after that, it still remained as a denizen only of the deep and
unfrequented woods. In 1942, it made its appearance in some sections
within the city limits, particularly in the parks. Now it is often re-
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corded on bird walks made at almost any time during the year. And
it can be classed as an imcommon permanent resident in the Ix)uisville area.

In the fields immediately surrounding the city, the prairie homed

lark (Otocoris ali>estris praticola) has become a very abundant winter
resident and a fairly common sxunmer resident. Two decades ago,

the discovery of a nest of this species in the Louisville area would
have made ornithological history. Today, several nests are found each
year whenever a search is made for them. And many pairs of birds,
observed perched on the fence posts and along the roadsides, give evi
dence of the big increase in the nimiber of breeding birds.

During each fall, winter, and spring of the past ten years, ttie
population of the Northern pine siskin (Spinus pinus pinus) appears
to have increased. The record of a pine siskin, once regarded as an
ornithological find here, is foxmd regularly. Several of the recent
Christmas Bird Counts record this species. When it first became
rather regular in its visits, only a few individuals were seen at one
time; however, in recent years, flocks numbering more than one
hundred birds have been observed.

Perliaps the most interesting of the categories are those species
which have appeared in the area for the first time during these forty
years. The contributing factor to this category is the creation of a
new kind of habitat. And perhaps the best example is the creation of
the Falls of the Ohio, one of the most alluring places for migrating
birds in the interior of the United States.

Although the Falls was known to ornithologists in the days of
John James Audubon and Alexander Wilson and lias since gone

through many physical changes due to the construction of dams and
canals, it was not until 1927, when the present dam was built, that it
took on its present shape, which h^ been contributory to the addition

of new species for the re^on.

Forming tin extensive area of potholes and rocky ledges, studded
with sand and gravel bars, it has attracted many varied species which
were recorded in the Louisville area for the first time after 1928.

Many of these species have repeated in putting in an appearance since
then. Among these are the white pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos); piping plover (Gharadrius melodus); American golden plover
(Fluvialis dominica dominica); black-bellied plover (Sguatarola

squatarola); ruddy tumstone (Arenaria intorpres morinella); western

willet (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus inomatus); American knot
(Calidris canutus rufus); white-rumped sandpiper (Pisobia fuscicollis); Baird's sandpiper (Pisobia balrdi); red-backed sandpiper (Pelidna
alplna sakhalina); dowitcher (Lininodromus griseus sp.); stilt sand
piper (Rlicropalama hlmantopus); western sandpiper (Ereunetes
mauri); biiff-breasted sandpiper (Tryngites subruficoUis); sanderling
(Crocethia alba); northern phalarope (Lobipes lobatuB); glaucous gull
(Lams hyperboreus); Iceland gull (Lams leucoptems); and Caspian
tern (Hydroprogne caspia imperator).

Aside from the many species brought to the area by the Falls of
the Ohio, there are other species which have appeared on the scene.
The eastern house wren appeared in 1920 and practically re
placed the Bewick's wren in all of. the territory. The house wren
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built up its numbers constantly until 1950 and then seemed to level
off. And thus far in 1955, there appears to be some decrease in the

numbers. It may be that the Bewick's wren will become re-established
in many of its former haunts if the downward trend in house wren
numbers gets underway and continues for a period of time.
The most spectacular appearance and rapid build-up in bird popu
lations was that of the imported starling (Stumus vulgans vnlgans).
Louisville had its first starlings in January, 1928, with the appearance

of a flock of about fifty individuals. Today, these birds number in Uie
tens of thousands as Uiey congregate in the business district during

the winter months. And it has become one of the most ab^dant of
all of the permanent residents, forming formidable competition to the
many native cavity-nesting species. There is no real evidence of any

reduction in the flocks at the present time, despite shooting efforts
during the past winter in the downtown business sections.

Steadily pushing its range northward, the chuck-will's widow
(Antrostoraus carolinensis), in its steady march across Kentucky as
it extended its range from the southland, reached the Louisville region
in early May, 1942. The closest approach to the city had been recorded
the year before in June, two miles south of Shepherdsville, Bullitt
County, Kentucky, about 30 miles distant. It has become a regular
breeding bird in this area and is recorded in good numbers each
summer.

The yellow-crowned night heron (Nyctanassa violacea violacea)
made its initial appearance in the area in the summer of 1948, and
several individuals remained until early fall that year. Each spring

since, this species has appeared, with as many as eight individuals
recorded at one time. No nests as yet have been reported from the
Louisville area; however, it is likely that one or more pairs of this

species are breeding in ^e general area, as they frequent the same

feeding areas daily and remain until late in the year.
A species which has attracted the attention of ornithologists in
recent years because of its shifting of its range and migration routes
is the Brewer's blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus). It is probable
that this species is now a fairly regular spring migrant through this
region. They first appeared in March of 1948, when two birds, a male
and a female, were collected from a flock of nine on the edge of
Louisville. It was recorded again in the same area on March 19,
1955, when five birds were observed in the same general area.
Two winter species, appearing in or near the Louisville area in
the period, are the Eastern evening grosbeak (Hesperiphona vespertina vespertina) and the white-winged crossbill (Loxia leucopteiu).
The largest invasion of the evening grosbeak took place in the winter
of 1951-52, while the white-winged crossbill was recorded by Miss
Mabel Slack in the winters of 1937 and 1954.

In the case of the

crossbills, the attraction seems to be the planting of hemlock trees
and other evergreens in Cave Hill Cemetery, and these birds may be
come regular winter visitants.

It is quite possible that for years, omitholo^sts working in the
Louisville region have been overlooking two species which may have
been present. However, it was not tmtil 1946 that the notes of the
Henslow's sparrow (Passerherbulus henslowi) and the short-billed
marsh wren (Cistothorus stellaris) revealed their presence in some
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numbers. These birds were found that summer in sixteen localities

adjacent to Louisville, each time in fields sown in orchard grass.
Nests of both species have been found, and the species are now re
garded as regular summer residents. The wrens also have wintered
sparingly on occasion.
Finally, there is that category of species wliich have adapted
themselves to changes in their environments.
Usually, when species are affected by changes in their special
habitats or environments, the inevitable result is a decrease in their
numbers. This is evidenced by the decrease in the numbers of the
Eastern least bittern (Ixobrychus exilis exilis) for example. At one
time, as many as eleven nests of this species were found during one
summer in one swamp. Constant invasion of frog hunters apparently
contributed to the desertion of the area by this species.
The king rail (Rallus elegans elegans) likewise had a similar ex
perience. It nested in the same area but also disappeared as a nesting
bird at the same time as did the least bittern.

These two species, along with the Virginia rail (Rallus limicola
limicola), sora (Porzana Carolina), and Florida gallinule (Gallinula
chloropus cachiimans), have all become scarce in the Louisville region,
their decrease coinciding with the constant and progressive draining
of all of the suitable habitats for these birds.

Sometimes, however, species of birds are able to adapt themselves
to these changes in their habitats. Perhaps the best example of this
versatility is that shown by the Eastern red-wing (Agelains
phoeniceus phoeniceus). Its favorite nesting site is the cattail swamps.
But fJiese have all but disappeared. But the red-wing did not dis
appear with them. Neither did it diminish in numbers. Rather, it
took to nesting in the upland meadows, and now most nests of this
species are located in alfalfa and weed fields, often far removed
from water.

Another species which has been able to cope with loss of some
of its habitat is the prothonotary warbler (Protonotaria citrea).
While not as glaring an example with as radical a change as is pre
sented by the red-wing, it nevertheless is adaptable. Its preferred
nesting site is the hollow stub of a willow at the water's edge or in
the water. With the present practice by farmers of cutting out much
of the vegetation lining the streams and ponds and with the remove
of all dead trees, generally those with cavities in them, this warbler

was deprived of enough nesting sites to handle the normal population
of the species.

On the outskirts of the city, the prothonotary warbler has sought
other nesting sites and has taken up its abode in nesting boxes, glass
jars in garages and sheds, and in stew pans and pots hanging under
the eaves of porches. Some nests are found in beached boats and

canoes and in tin cans caught in trees. It is rapidly pushing the wrens
in the choice of odd places in which to nest.

There are, obviously, many other changes in urban bird popula
tions around and within the city of Louisville than those recorded in

this article. It is the author's belief, however, that most of the im
portant ones and those which are of recognizable proportions have
been mentioned.
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Con^t£int chajiges in bird populations will always be taking place;

that is one of the ^ngs which make bird study so fascinating and Is
the chief reason why continuous research by bird students and ornith
ologists is' so necessary. It will be interesting to keep abreast of
further changes in the Louisville area and to compare them with those
which have already taken place.
Since the author has written this article in a popular rather than
in a purely scientific style, no effort has been made to cite the litera

ture. Thus no bibliography is needed or desired. The girticle is a series

of impressions and is meant to furnish incentive to those who wish to
record similar changes in other areas or to follow those in the Louis
ville area to another conclusion.

Edwards, Ernest P. FINDING BIRDS IN MEXICO, pp. 1-101 and
i-xix. Plates I-VH. Octavo, paper bound. 19550. (Published by the

author, Amherst, Virginia. Price, $1.75).
This little book will prove indispensable to any bird watcher visits
ing Mexico for the first time and will be useful to anyone studying
birds south of the Rio Grande. Most of the book is given over to a
regional directory for localized bird-finding in Mexico, on the order
of Pettingill's A GUIDE TO BIRD FINDING EAST OP THE
MISSISSIPPI and A

GUIDE TO BIRD FINDING WEST OF THE

MISSISSIPPI. Each of the major biogeographical regions is briefly
described, its common birds listed, and then good localities to visit
located and described. Camping spots are precisely located, roads are
mapped and described, sind tourist accommodations are recommended.

A complete list of Mexican bird species is given.
A series of seven plates with extensive captions completes the
book and really constitutes one-sixth of a good field guide to the birds
of the Republic of Mexico. The first two plates, by Frederick K.
Hilton, illustrate 29 distinctively Mexican species. The last five plates,
by Edwards, while not so artistic as those by Hilton, accurately por
tray the field marks of the Black Hawks, Trogons, Swifts, Motmots,
Woodpeckers, and Woodcreepers, six of the groups most difficult to
unravel in the field for the average bird watcher from the United

States. It is a pity that the other five-sixths of a field guide to Mexi
can birds could not have been included.

{We would exclude those

species that also occur in the United States and are already well de
scribed in field guides for more northern areas.)

As can be seen from the above paragraph, this reviewer believes
that there is no book that can claim to be a satisfactory, complete
field guide to the interesting avifauna of Old Mesdco.—J. DAN
WEBSTEIR, Hanover College.
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FIELD NOTES
TWO DOVE BEOODS IN A SHORT TIME

On May 4, 1955, my nephew, Gerald Cohron, banded two baby
Mourning Doves in a nest on my farm, on TJ. S. 68, seven miles south
west of Bowling Green. Both birds were so mature that they left the
nest the next day. On June 8, 1955, there were two mature nestlings
in the same nest. Cohron banded one, which left the nest the next

day; the other one flew away while he was trying to capture and
b£ind it.—CHARLES L. TAYLXDR, Head of Agriculture Department,
Western State College, Bowling Green.
DERBY WEEKEND AT MAMMOTH CAVE

A very successful birding experience came to us on Derby Week
end at Mammoth Cave National Park, May 6-8, 1955. Those partici
pating in this experience were Dr. Gordon Wilson, Bowling Green;
and Dr. and Mrs Hulbert V. Noland, Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Martin,
and Mr. and Mrs. Yancey Alsheler, all of Louisville. A total of 96
species was recorded. According to Dr. Wilson, author of BIRDS OF
THE MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK, the highlights of the
trip were the hearing of the two species of Cuckoos at one time by
him and Mrs. Noland; the finding of the first Yellow-throated Vireo's
nest in the park by Mrs. Alsheler; the sight of eight Pine Siskins on
May 7 for a late date (found by Mrs. Noland and Mr. Altsheler); and
the large number of warblers, both in species and individuals. All
told, there were 27 warblers, the best record for all time being 29
species for a weekend.

In addition to the productive areas around the hotel, the amphi
theater, and the picnic and camping grounds, many woodland trails
were followed early on Saturday and Sunday. The woods resounded
with the songs of warblers, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Baltimore
Orioles, and other species. Because the foliage was heavy, many more
were heard than seen.

On Saturday afternoon, by special arrangement, the party char
tered the excursion boat, MISS GREEN RIVER, which makes regular
trips down Green River from the ferry landing. We went about four
miles down, floating part of the time, so that the engine would not
drown out the songs of the birds. Again we heard many more than
we were able to see. We observed a Prothonotary Warbler enter a
nesting hole in a stump which leaned over the river. An approaching
thunderstorm made us hurry back up stream, with few additional
observations.

Before noon on Sunday, Dr. Wilson had to leave us for his home.

On his way out of the park he did some additional birding and added
three or four species to the list we had made until that time. The

rest of us went across the river and up to the Hickory Cabin Firetower. While in that area we observed a pair of Red-tailed Hawks
soaring over the vrild area to the south of the tower. They flew very
high up in the air.

For all of us it was a very delightful weekend. Here is a list of

1955

THE KENTUiDKY WARBIgR^^

the ^ecies we observed: Green Heron, Turkey Vulture, Bob-whit^
Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Black-billed Cuckoo, Barred
Owl, Whip-poor-vrill, Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated
Hiunmingbird, Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodp^ker,
Hairy Woodpecker, DownyWoodpecker, Kingbird, Crested Flycatcher,
Phoebe, Acadian Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher, Wood Pewee, ^ugh-

winged Swallow, Blue Jay, Crow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted
Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, Bewick's Wren, Carolina Wren
(nest by Mrs. Altsheler), Catbird, Robin, Wood Thrush, Olive-backed
Thrush, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Veery, Bluebird, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, White-eyed Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo,
Red-eyed Vireo, Black and White Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler,
Worm-eating Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler, Tennessee Warbler,
Nashville Warbler, Parula Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Magnolia War
bler, Cape May Warbler, Myrtle Warbler, Black-throated Green War
bler, Cerulean Warbler, Blackbumian Warbler, Yellow-throated War
bler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Black-poll
Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Palm Wai-bler, Oven-bird, Louisiana Waterthrush, Kentucky Warbler, Yellow-throat, Yellow-breasted Chat,
Hooded Warbler, Redstart, EngUsh Sparrow, Meadowlark, Red-wing,
Baltimore Oriole, Cowbird, Scarlet Tanager, Summer Tanager,

Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Pine Siskin, Gold
finch, Towhee, Pine-woods Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Field Spar
row, White-crowned Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow.—KAY (MRS.
YANCEY) ALTSHELER, Louisville.

A BIG SPRING LIST FROM HENDERSON

May 1,1955; woods, fields, sloughs, Audubon State Park; weather

fair and mild; time, 8:00 A. M. to 5:00 P. M. You will notice that we
have included the Alder Flycatcher. Benson and Rhoads watched this

one for quite a while and heard the song, with the accent on the
middle syllable, quite distinctly. We were amazed at the total v^arbler coimt; many of the low edges of the park clearings were just

alive with them. Mrs. Manion, curator at the museum at Audubon

State Park, said that in the days just before she had seen both the

Western Tanager and the Yellow-headed Blackbird. Since our census

they have both been reported from Evansville, Indiana, just across the

Ohio River from us. Participants in our census were the following:
W. P. Rhoads and King Benson in the park; Miss Virginia Smith,
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Alves, Mrs. Lora Clark, R. C. Soaper, Mr. and
Mrs. Malcolm Amett, Mr. Jerry Buckles, Miss Amelia Klutey, and
Mrs. Leo Manion.

Here is our list. Those marked with * were found by Rhoads and

Benson inside the park. Pied-billed Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant,
Great Blue Heron, American Egret, Little Blue Heron, Green Heron,

Canada Goose, Mallard, Baldpate, Blue-winged Teal, Shoveller, Wood
Duck, Turkey Vulture*, Black Vulture, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's
Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk*, Broad-winged Hawk, Marsh Hawk, Bobwhite, Killdeer*, Black-bellied Plover, Wilson's Snipe, Spotted Sand
piper, Greater Yellow-legs*, Lesser Yellow-legs, Least Sandpiper*,
Herring Gull, Common Tern, Mourning Dove*, Yellow-billed Cuckoo*,
Bam Owl, Screech Owl, Barred Owl*, Chuck-will's-widow, Nighthawk,
Chimney Swift*, Ruby-throated Hummingbird*, Belted Kingfisher,
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Yellow-shafted Flicker*, Pileated Woodpecker*, Red-hellied Wood

pecker*, Red-headed Woodpecker*, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker*, Hairy
Woodpecker*, Downy Woodpecker*, Eastern Kingbird*, Crested Fly
catcher*, Phoebe*, Alder Flycatcher*, Acadian Flycatcher*, I^east
Flycatcher*, Wood Pewee*, Homed Lark, Bank Swallow, Roughwinged Swallow*, Bam Swallow*, Purple Martin, Blue Jay*, Crow*,
Carolina Chickadee*, Tufted Titmouse*, White-breasted Nuthatch*,
Brown Creeper*, House Wren*, Bewick's Wren*, Carolina Wren*,
Mockingbird*, Catbird*, Brown Thrasher*, Robin*, Wood Thrush*,
Hermit Thrush*, Olive-backed Thrush*, Grey-cheeked Thrush*,
Veery*, Bluebird*, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher*, Migrant Shrike, Starling,
White-eyed Vireo*, Red-eyed Vireo*, Philadelphia Vireo*, Warbling
Vireo*, Black and White Warbler*, Prothonotary Warbler*, Wormeating Warbler*, Tennessee Warbler*, Nashville Warbler*, Yellow

Warbler*, Magnolia Warbler*, Black-throated Blue Warbler*, Myrtle
Warbler*, Black-throated Green Warbler*, Cerulean Warbler*, Blackbumian Warbler*, Yellow-throated Warbler*, Chestnut-sided War
bler*, Bay-breasted Warbler*, Oven-bird*, Northem Water-thrush*,
Louisiana Water-thrush*, Kentucky Warbler*, Yellow-throat*, Yellowbreasted Chat*, Hooded Warbler*, Redstart*, English Sparrow*, Bob
olink, Meadowlark, Red-wing*, Orchard Oriole*, Baltimore Oriole*,
Purple Grackle*, Cowbird*, ^arlet Tanager*, Simmier Tanager*,
Cardinal*, Rose-breasted Grosbeak*, Indigo Bunting*, Dickcissel,
Goldfinch*, Towhee*, Grasshopper Sparrow*, Slate-colored Junco,
Chipping Sparrow*, Field Sparrow*, White-crowned Sparrow*, Whitethroated Sparrow*, Swamp Sparrow*, Song Sparrow. Total, 133
species.—Henderson Audubon Society.

BIG SPRING UST FOB BOWLING GREEN

April 30-May 1, 1955. Early in the afternoon of April 30 Dr.
L. Y. Lancaster and I went to his cabin at the Mouth of Gasper River

and retumed at noon the next day. We took trips along Gasper, in
Clifty Creek valley, and along some of the neighboring ridges at sun
set and nightfall. In the afternoon of May 11 visited alone the rapidlyfalling Chaney and McElroy Lakes in southern Warren County. The
temperature was quit« high for that time of year, as high as 80. There
were no clouds and wind. The species and approximate numbers fol
low: Pied-billed Grebe, 4; Green Heron, 1; Black-crowned Night
Heron, 2; Canada Goose, 1 (this goose remained alone on the Chaney
Lake from March 18 until May 4); Mallard, 2; Gadwell, 4; Baldpate,
4; Blue-winged Teal, 60 plus; Ring-necked Duck, 4; Lesser Scaup, 6;
Ruddy Duck, 2; Turkey Vidture, 4; Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Red-shoulder
ed Hawk, 1; Broad-winged Hawk, 1; Bob-white, 6 plus; Coot, 100 to
150; Semipalmated Plover, 6; Killdeer, 15; Wilson's Snipe, 8; Spotted
Sandpiper, 1; Solitary Sandpiper, 8; Greater Yellow-legs, 20; Lesser
Yellow-legs, 35; Pectoral Sandpiper, 25; Least Sandpiper, 6; Mourning
Dove, 30 plus; Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 5; Homed Owl, 1; Barred Owl,
2; Chuck-will's-widow, 10 plus; Whip-poor-will, 20; Nighthawk, 10;
Chimney Swift, 75; Ruby-throated Hummingbird, "* Yellow-shafted
Flicker, 3; Pileated Woodpecker, 3; Red-bellied Wo-Jpecker, 4; Red
headed Woodpecker, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 6;
Eastern Kingbird, 10; Crested Flycatcher, 12; Phoebe, 4; Acadian
Flycatcher, 8; Homed Lark, 30 plus; Rough-winged Swallow, 10;
Bam Swallow, 8; Piirple Martin, 4; Blue Jay, c; Crow, c; Carolina
Chickadee, c; Tufted Titmouse, c; White-breasted Nuthatch, 2; House
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Wren, 1; Bewick's Wren, 2; Carolina Wren, 4; Mockingbird, c; Cat
bird, c; Brown Thrasher, c; Robin, a; Wood Tlirush, c-a; Gray-cheeked
^rush, 1; Bluebird, c; Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, c; Ruby-crowned King
let, 3; American Pipit, 2; Starling, a; White-eyed Vireo, c; Yellowthroated Vireo, c; Blue-headed Vireo, 2; Red-eyed Vireo, c; Warbling
Vireo, 2; Black and White Warbler, 10; Prothonotary Warbler, c;
Worm-eating Warbler, 8; Tennessee Warbler, c; Yellow Warbler, c;
Myrtle Warbler, 4; Black-throated Green Warbler, 2; Cerulean War
bler, c-a; Yellow-throated Warbler, c-a; Chestnut-sided Warbler, 4;
Bay-breasted Warbler, 2; Prairie Warbler, 4; Palm Warbler, a; North
ern Water-thhish, 4; Louisiana Water-thrush, 8; Kentucky Warbler,
c; Yellow-throat, c; Yellow-breasted Chat, 10; Hooded Warbler, 4;
English Sparrow, a; Meadowlark, c; Red-wing, c; Orchard Oriole, c;
Purple Grackle, c-a; Cowbird, c; Summer Tanager, 10; Cardinal, c-a;
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, a; Indigo Bunting, c-a; Dickcissel, c-a; Gold
finch, 25; Towhee, 15; Savannah Sparrow, 12; Grasshopper Sparrow,
13; Pine Woods Sparrow, 7; Chipping Sparrow, c; Field Sparrow, c;
White-crowned Sparrow, 20 plus; White-throated Sparrow, 20 plus.
Total, 113 species. Seen the week before, 16 other species; grand
total. 129 species.—L. Y. LANCASTER and GORDON WILSON,
Bowling Green.

BIO SPRINQ UST FROM LOUISVILLEl

May 8; 4;00 A. M. to 8:30 P. M. Louisville and its environs, in
cluding the Ohio River, woodlands, meadow lands, and river. Ameri
can Egret, Little Blue Heron, Green Heron, Black-crowned Night
Heron; Yellow-crowned Night Heron, Mallard, Baldpate, Blue-winged
Teal, Wood Duck, Lesser Scaup Duck, Hooded Merganser, Turkey
Vulture, Black ViJture, Cooper's Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Spar
row Hawk, Bob-white, American Coot, Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer,
Black-bellied Plover, Wilson's Snipe, Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sand
piper, Greater Yellow-legs, Lesser Yellow-legs, Pectoral Sandpiper,
Least Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper, Common Tern, Mourning Dove,
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Barred Owl, Chuck-will's-widow, Whip-poorwill, Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted
Kingfisher, Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker,
Red-headed Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker,
Kingbird, Crested Flycatcher, Phoebe, Acadian Flycatcher, Least
Flycatcher, Wood Pewee, Prairie Homed Lark, Rough-winged Swal
low, Bam Swallow, Purple Martin, Blue Jay, Crow, Carolina Chicka
dee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, Bewick's
Wren, Carolina Wren, Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Robin,
Wood Thrush, OUve-backed Thrush, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Bluebird,
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike, Starling,
White-eyed Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Philadelphia
Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Black and White Warbler, Prothonotary War
bler, Worm-eating Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Yellow Warbler,
Magnolia Warbler, Cape May Warbler, Myrtle Warbler, Black-throated
Green Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, Chestnutsided Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Black-poll Warbler, Prairie
Warbler, Palm Warbler, Ovenbird, Northern Water-thrush, Louisiana
Water-thrush, Kentucky Warbler, Yellow-throat, Yellow-breasted
Chat, Hooded Warbler, American Redstart, English Sparrow, Bobo
link, Meadowlark, Red-wing, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Purple
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Grackle, Cowbird, Scarlet Tanager, Summer Tanager, Cardinal, Rosebreasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel, Eastern Goldfinch,
Eastern Towhee, Grasshopper Sparrow, Pine-woods Sparrow, Chip

ping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, White-throated
Sparrow, Song Sparrow. Total, 127 species.—^MR. AND MRS.
LEONARD C. BRECHER, HELEN BROWNING, FLOYD C. CAR
PENTER, JOE CRAFT, TOM C. FULLER, JOHN HALL, ETTHEL
LOVBLL, HARVEY B. LOVELL, ESTHER MASON, BURT L.
MONROE, SR., ERIC MILLS, EVELYN SCHNEIDER, BERNICB
SHANNON, PAT SHANNON, MABEL SLACK, ANNE STAMM, MR.
AND MRS. S. CHARLES THACHER, AND AUDREY WRIGHT
(Beckham Bird Club).

NOTES ON THE NESTING OF THE GRASSHOPPER
SPARROW AT LOUISVIIXE

By Anne L. Stamm and Aliabel Slack

While the Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannamm)
seems fairly common in the Louisville region from April to midAugust in areas where there is considerable dry pasture land, we can
find little in the literature regarding its nesting. In fact, Kentucky
has few nesting records, and descriptive accounts are lacking.
Audubon (1856) and Alexander Wilson (1811) did not report the
species as breeding in Kentucky, for they make no mention of it.
Wilson in his account of the Yellow-winged Sparrow says, "This
small species is now for the first time introduced to the notice of the
public... It inhabits the lower part of New York and Pennsylvania;
is very numerous on Staten Island, where I first observed it; and oc
curs also along the sea coast of New Jersey. But though it breeds in
each of these places, it does not remain in any of them during the
winter." He also states, "I cannot say what extent of range this
species has, having never met it in the southern states; though I have
no doubt it winters there with others of its tribe.

It is the scarcest

of all our summer sparrows." Audubon, in referring to the species
as the Yellow-winged Bunting, says, "Breeds from Maryland to
Connecticut, Columbia River. Rather common migratory." However,
both Audubon and Wilson give brief accounts of the nest.
Among the earliest published nesting records of the Grasshopper
Sparrow in Kentucky which we have found is that of Beckham (1885),
who studied the birds in Nelson County. He says, "A common summer
resident. Fresh eggs found May 20th. They build on the ground in the
open fields and conceal their nests with more dexterity than any other
sparrow I know of."

Dr. L. Otley Pindar, who was an active worker in the latter part
of the nineteenth century, says in his "Birds of Fulton Coimty"
(1925): "A rather common migrant and possibly a summer habitant."
Wilson (1922) in "Birds of Bowling Green," says, "Common sum
mer resident. More common in the spring migration." In "Birds of
Calloway County" (1923) he says, "Common summer resident."

Funkhouser (1925) merely says of the nest "of grass, well con-

1955

THE KENTPCKY WARBLER

53

cealed on the ground. Eggs; 3-5, white, spotted with reddish." How
ever, he quotes records from Blincoe as follows: "Eggs half incubated
May 19, 1921; young birds fed in nest August 14, 1917; fresh eggs
July 5, 1921."

Virgil King (1940), formerly with the Fish and Wildlife Service
in Kentucky, made observations in Grant County and lists on his
breeding bird chart one nest of the Grasshopper Sparrow with 5 eggs
on May 29 and the same nest with 4 yoimg and 1 egg on June 10.
In the composite breeding bird list compiled by Wilson (1942) toe
species seems to be fairly well distributed over the state as a breeding
bird. Various observers have recorded the Grasshopper Sparrow as
common in the followipg localities: Paducah, Marion, Bowling Green,
Mammoth Cave (prior to 1938), Glasgow, Bardstown, Morehead, and
fairly common in Berea, liOuisville, and Union County. It is listed as
rare in Lexington and Cjmthiana.

Figgins (1945) states that "They favor grasslands, and the nest
is generally concealed through being arched over, when it resembles
a mat of grass. The 3-5 white eggs are spotted ^rtth brown, mostly
on the larger end." He does not give any nesting records but says
that the species breeds in Kentucky but is not abundant.
Patten (1946) lists it as a breeding species in the Berea region.

Barbour (1951), in writing of the birds of Rowan and adjacent
coimties, says, "A rather rare summer resident... We have no nesting
records."

It seems to be a difficult species to study since it feeds and nests
amid tall grass and often sings while on the ground, which may be
one of the reasons for the lack of descriptive material on nests.
Pearson et al (BIRDS OF AMERICA) says that nests are dif
ficult to find. He further states, "To find a Grasshopper Sparrow's
nest is a real triumph in field ornithology, one, indeed, which many a
trained observer has never accompli^ed." We concur with him on
their being hard to find, for when we located our first nest, it neces
sitated careful scrutiny of the groimd practically on our hands and
knees. In the light of the material we have found it desirable to
record the data of three nests.

These nests were foimd while we were obtaining information on

the I>ickcissel, Spiza americana, in the Springdale Road area, between
Routes 22 and 42, about ten miles east of Louisville, l^e first Grass
hopper Sparrow's nest was found on May 23, 1948, in an overgrown
grassy lane, at the edge of a field of rye. It was fitted into a small
depression in the groimd at the base of a broad-leaved plantain, with
high orchard grrass all aroimd. The nest, chiefly of dried grass, was
slightly arched and contained five eggs, white, spotted and speckled,
mainly at the larger end. The bird was incubating. She did not flush
until approached within a foot of the nest. Her coloring blended so

perfecUy with the dry grass of her nest that she was barely visible.
On May 25, the nest was empty, and neither of the birds was seen.

The following spring (1949) a fairly large percentage of land in
this same area was used for pasturing cattle, and it was in one of
these fields that nest number 2 was foimd. The nest, of dried grasses
and weed stalks, was built at the base of a clump of clover and was
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approximately 5 feet from the fence which bordered the meadow. Five
eggs were in the nest when we found it on May 26, 1949, and on
June 9 there were 5 fairly well developed young birds. Five days
later, Jime 13, the nest was empty but contained fecal sacs.
Nest nxmiber 3 was entirely different from the preceding two.
It was sunk in a roadside bank, flush with it, and well hidden by
overhanging vegetation. We foimd it on June 8,1950; it held 5 newly
hatched young birds. On June 11 the nest was empty. This site was
on the Springdale Road proper and directly opposite the Dulaney
property. There is considerable traffic on this highway, but the birds
did not seem to be disturbed as the cars passed within a few feet of
the nest.

It seems interesting to note that all three nests were near fences
and faced the east; two were semi-arched. Nest number 2 was 2.5
inches in inside diameter; outside depth, 2 inches; inside depth, 1.2
inches.

In 1954 Stamm found adult birds carrying food to young but
made no attempt to locate nests. Grasshopper Sparrows were ob
served again in the ^ring of 1955 in the same area.
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SOME NESTING WARBLERS FROM ROWAN COUNTY

Barbour (Ky. Warbler, 27 (3): 31-39, 1951) listed 15 species of
warblers occurring in Rowan County in summer, but recorded nests
or young of only eight of them. During the period of June 5-10, 1955,
I accumulated additional data on the nesting of three species previous- ^
ly known to nest and on two not previously known to nest. An an
notated list of these five species follows. The first two species listed
are those not previously known to nest.
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Dr. Donald E5. Howard pointing out the location of a nest of the WormEating Warbler near Rodbum, Rowan County, Kentucky.
Worm-eating Warbler: On June 3, Dr. Donald B. Howard found
a nest of this species containing 5 eggs. The nest was located under
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an overhang on the steeply-sloping side of a small stream in dense
woodlands.

He showed me the nest on Jime 9.

At this time it con

tained five yoimg birds. An adult was brooding the young when the
nest was first shown me, and she ( ?) allowed me to approach within
three feet before leaving the nest. (See outside cover)'. Her behavior
after leaving the nest was rather interesting. Rather than the com

mon "broken wing" behavior, ^she, scurried about over ^the leaf mold,
literally at our very feet, with wings drooping, and quivering them
very rapidly all the while.

'

Blue-winged Warbler: On June 5, I saw an adult of ttiis species
carrying food on the outskirts of Morehead, but time did not permit a
sufficiently thorough search to find the nest.
Ovenbird: A nest wiUi three eggs was found by Dr. Howard and
me near Rodbum on June 9. The nest, under a clump of leaves in
dense woodland alongside a path, contained three eggs.
Yellow-breasted Chat: A nest with four young was located in a
thicket at Morehead on June 5.

Redstart: A nest of this species was pointed out to me on June 9,
by Dr. Howard at Rodbum. The nest, containing one egg, was situated
on a horizontal branch of a sweet giun tree, some 30 feet above the
ground.—ROGER W. BARBOUR, Department of Zoology, University
of Kentucky, Lexington.

Addition to first note of this issue:
young Doves left the same nest on July 12.
Taylor, Bowling Green.

Two perfectly-feathered
(See p. 48.)—Charles Li.

